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ESD College Guidance 
● 4 staff members who are also advisors in every US grade level 

● Students are assigned to an individual counselor during sophomore year

● About 35 students per counselor in each grade level

● Student and parent college topic meetings throughout the year 

● More focused approach as students enter their junior year



Hallmarks of an ESD Education











How do colleges look at grades and GPA?
● Every college will take your grades into strong consideration when evaluating 

you for admission but the extent to which they use the reported GPA can vary 

by college.

● Looking at trends
○ Upward trend: Grades are getting better every year/semester. 

○ Consistency: Grades are consistent every year/semester 

○ Downward trend: Grades are getting worse every year/semester.

● How are you doing in the core academic classes? (English, Math, Science, 

History, & Language)

● Are you taking advantage of rigor (AP & Honors) appropriate to you?



Rank 
● We only rank the top 6% (UT Austin) and top 10% (Texas A&M) for purposes of 

automatic admits directly to those two universities 

● Students must have been at ESD for at least 4 semesters to be ranked

● Otherwise, ESD does not report rank

● The top 10 students will be honored at the end of their senior year at the 

Honors Assembly. 



Transition to ESD 



Use resources available to help you succeed 
academically at ESD 

● Academic Enrichment Center (AEC)
○ Free Math and English help from ESD Faculty Members 

● Peer tutoring 
○ Mu Alpha Theta (Math Honors Society)
○ National Honor Society 

● Meet with Teachers 
○ Before school, during flex, after school

● Use your study hall 

● Communicate with your advisor





Get involved to stand out to colleges
● Get involved in your community (think quality over quantity)

○ ESD, Neighborhood, Dallas, Place of Worship, etc. 
 

● Leadership 
○ It is better to meaningfully contribute to a few activities than lightly participate in many 

activities 

● Get to know your teachers (particularly from junior year)
○ These are the teachers writing the recommendation letters

● Service with a clear impact

● Summer Activities 


